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HE   WORKED    MORE    OR    LESS   AT   ODD   JOBS   IN   THE  COMMUNITY. 

MOSTLY   SPLITTING    RAILS    OR    WORKING    ON    THE   FARM. 
From  Gordy's  "  Lincoln."  Courtesy  of  Chas.  Scribner's  Sons. 


LINCOLN. 

No  doubt  the  time  will  eventually  come  (if  we 
have  not  already  reached  it)  when  nothing  more, 
that  is  really  new,  can  he  written  about  our  na- 
tional hero,  Abraham  Lincoln.  Historians  and 
biographers  have  apparently  accounted  for  every 
moment  of  and  incident  in  his  life  and  the  re- 
search has  been  so  extensive  and  comi)lete  that 
nothing  remains  to  lie  told  of  this  great  man 
from  the  time  of  his  birth,  in  the  little  old  log 
cabin  at  Nolan  Creek  in  Kentucky,  to  his  un- 
timely end  at  Washington,  while  president  of 
the   United   States. 

Books  will  be  written,  however,  and  the  de- 
mand for  them  will  increase  as  the  cause  of  the 
democracy  he  so  nobly  championed  continues  to 
grow   and   spread    with    the   advance   of   civiliza- 


tion. His  fame  has  penetrated,  in  this  short 
time,  to  all  corners  of  the  globe. 

Grace  Humphrey,  in  her  article  "  Lincoln  and 
the  Emigrant "  published  in  Outlook,  February 
7,  1917,  relates  the  interest  shown  by  emigrants 
in  our  greatest  American  hero. 

She  says:  Ask  him  (the  emigrant)  about  Lin- 
coln, and  he  will  surprise  you  with  a  detailed 
knowledge  of  his  life,  a  keen  understanding,  a 
deep-felt  admiration.  Far  more  than  any  other 
American,  Lincoln  makes  the  emigrants  feel  that 
this  is  their  country  as  well  as  the  country  of  the 
native  born.  So  tlicy  have  adopted  him  for  their 
own,  perhaps  because  they  share  with  him  the 
pioneer  spirit;  they,  too,  have  adventured  into  a 
new  country  where  life  is  difficult  and  hard- 
ships many.  Like  him  they  have  struggled  with 
unfavorable  surroundings,  against  ignorance  and 


extreme  poverty.     "Jf  environment  was  ever  de- 
feated," said  a   l\ussian,   "  it   was  by   Lincoln." 

The  information  contained  in  this  article 
should  be  a  source  of  gratilication  to  us  who 
claim  Lincoln  for  our  very  own.  If  he  has 
proven  such  an  inspiration  to  foreigners,  how 
much  greater  should  the  reading  of  his  life  in- 
fluence the  moulding  of  our  own  characters ! 
Yet,  strange  to  relate,  there  are  many  native- 
born  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  possess 
only  a  meagre  knowledge  of  Lincoln  and  that 
only  of  his  public  life.  Such  ignorance  is  inex- 
cusable, wiien  there  is  such  a  wealth  of  litera- 
ture so  easily  obtained  at  all  branches  of  the 
public  library.  Writers  of  Lincoln's  biography 
do  not  find  it  necessary  to  draw  on  their  imagi- 
nation or  to  color  incidents  in  order  to  make  the 
work  attractive.  Born  a  child  of  the  wilderness, 
the  successive  steps  of  his  life  from  farm  laborer, 
rail-splitter,  flat-boatman  to  surveyor,  lawyer, 
orator,  statesman  and,  last  of  all,  president  and 
patriot  martyr,  make  a  story  that  is  bound  to 
touch  the  heart. 


'Abraham  Lincoln:  The  True  Story  of  a  Great  Life." 
By  W.  II.  llerndon  and  Jesse  VV.  Weik.  Appleton. 
2    volumes. 

'Abraham  Lincoln."  By  Brand  Whitlock.  Small,  May- 
nard. 

'Abraham  Lincoln."  By  Ellis  Pa.Kson  Oberholtzer.  Ja- 
cobs. 

"Abraham    Lincoln."       By     Lord     Charnwood.       Holt. 

"Abraham    Lincoln."      By    Henry    Bryan    Binns.      Dutton. 


LINCOLN'S    OWN    WRITINGS. 

Works  of  .Abraham  Lincoln."     Edited  by  John  G.   Nico- 

lay   and  John    May.      Putnam.      H   volumes. 

Uncollected    Letters    of    Abraham    Lincoln."      Collected 

by    Gilbert    A.    Tracy.      With    an    Introduction    by    Ida 

M.    Tarbell.      Houghton. 

Lincoln's    Speeches    and    Writings."      Edited    by    L.    E. 

Chittenden.       Dodd. 

Speeches     and     Letters     of     Abraham     Lincoln.       1832- 

lS6.i."       With     an     Introduction     by     the     Right     Hon. 

James   Bryce.      Dutton,   Everyman's   Library. 
'  Lincoln's  Speeches."     Selected  and  edited  by  G.  Mercer 

.'\dani.    Burt. 
■  Lincoln."      Little    Masterpieces    of   Literature    edited   by 

Bliss    Perry.       Doubleday. 
'  Lincoln's    Own     Yarns    and    Stories."        By     Alexander 

K.     McClure.       Winston. 
'  Lincoln's   Own    Stories."      By   A.    Gross.      Harper. 


The  latest  and  one  of  the  best  books  on  Lin- 
coln is  a  biography  by  Wilber  Fisk  Gordy  (pub- 
lished by  Chas.  Scribner's  Sons).  This  book 
was  written  for  young  readers,  but  if  graded  ac- 
cording to  the  interest  it  will  attract  the  grading 
will  be  from  nine  to  ninety.  It  is  well  bound, 
profusely  illustrated,  printed  in  clear  type  and  in 
every  way  attractive.  It  will  make  a  valuable 
addition  to  any  home  or  school  library. 


ABRAHAM    LINCOLN. 

His   people   called   and   forth   he  came 
As  one   that   answers  to  his  name; 
Nor  dreamed   how    high    his  charge. 
His    privilege    how    large — 

To  set  the  stones   back  in  the  wall. 
Lest   the   divided   house   should   fall; 
The    shepherd    who    would   keep 
The   flocks,   would    fold   the   sheep. 

Humbly   he   came,   yet   with   the   mien 
Presaging    the    immortal    scene — 
Some   battle   of   His  wars 
Who   sealeth   up   the   stars. 

No    flaunting    of    the    banners    bold 
Borne    by    the    haughty    sons    of    old; 
Their    blare,    their    pageantries. 
Their  goal — they  were  not  his. 

We   called,   he   came;   he   came   to   crook 
The    spear    into    the    pruning-hook, 
To   toil,    untimely    sleep 
And  leave  the  world  to  weep. 

John   Vance  Cheney. 


NEW    LINCOLN    STORY. 

Among  the  many  interesting  books  published 
for  children  in  1917  is  a  new  Lincoln  story  en- 
titled "  Benefits  Forgot "  by  Honore  Wilsie  and 
pul)lished  by  Fred'k  A.  Stokes. 

True  in  fact,  and  eternally  true  in  applicatioii, 
it  tells  of  a  young  army  surgeon  in  the  Civil 
War,  who  repaid  with  neglect  his  mother's  pa- 
tient devotion.  His  thoughtlessness  was  rebuked 
by  the  personal  intervention  of  the  stern  but 
tender-hearted  president,  to  whom  the  love  of  a 
self-sacrificing  mother  was  the  most  sacred  and 
precious  thing  in  life.  And  in  the  mingled  rush 
of  emotions  that  followed  the  son  found  the 
meaning  of  gratitude. 


LINCOLN     BIOGRAPHIES. 

By  John  G.  Nicolay. 
By    Ida    M.    Tarbell. 


"Abraham  Lincoln:  A  Short  Life.' 

Century. 
"  The   Life   of   Abraham    Lincoln." 

Macmillan.      2    volumes. 
"  The     True     .Abraham     Lincoln." 

Curtis.      Lippincott. 


JUVENILE    BIOGRAPHIES     OF 
LINCOLN. 

The    Children's    Life    of    Abraham    Lincoln."      By     M. 

Lo,uise    Putnam.      McClurg. 

Tlie   Boys'   Life  of  Lincoln,"     By  Helen   Nicolay.     Cen- 
tury. 
Abraham  Lincoln:     A  Man  of  the  People."     By  Norman 

Hapgood.     Macmillan. 

The     Siory-Life     of     Lincoln."       By     Wayne     Whipple. 

Winston. 
'  The   Life  of  .Abraham  Lincoln  for  Boys  and  Girls."    By 

Charles  W.   Mooies.     Houghton. 


MISCELLANEOUS    LINCOLN    BOOKS. 

'  Father  Abraham."     By  Ida  M.  Tarbell.     Macmillan. 

'  He    Knew    Lincoln."      By    Ida    M'.    Tarbell.      Macmillan. 

'  The  Perfect  Tribute."  By  Mary  R.  S.  Andrews. 
Scribner. 

'  Lincoln  and  the  Sentinel."  By  L.  E.  Chittenden. 
Harper. 

'  Barnard's  Lincoln."  Stewart  and  Kidd.  "  The  Gettys- 
burg   Speech    and    Other    Papers."      Houghton. 

'  Lincoln  and  Other  Poems."  By  Edwin  Markham. 
Doubleday. 

'  Memories  of  President  Lincoln."  By  Walt  Whitman. 
Mosher. 

'  Honest   Abe."     By   Alonzo   Rothschild.     Houghton. 

'  Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address."  By  Orton  H.  Carmi- 
chael.      Abingdon. 

'.Abraham    Lincoln."      By    Joseph    H.     Choate.       Crowell. 

'  Lincoln    in    Illinois."      By    O.    R.    Corneau.      Houghton. 

'  Latest  Light  on  Abraham  Lincoln."  By  Ervin  Chap- 
man.     Revell. 


Bv     William     Eleroy 


GEORGE    WASHINGTON. 

First   of    the   deedful,   giant   few 

So    high    in    Freedom's   grace    he   grew, 

To-day    his   voice   she   leans   to   hear 

Across    a    hundred    noisy    year; 

The    virtues    meet    in    him    to    vie. 

As,    in    autumn    weather 

Sunset   colors   gather 

Down  the  western    sky 

Divulging,    ere    they    pass 

The  dyes  of  which  the  daylight  was. 

The   lawless   gods   no   more   allot 

As   in    old    Homer's   tales; 

According    as    ourselves    have    wrought 

So    hang    the    honest    scales: 

Our   brown-haired,   blue   eyed    Saul 

Of    battle,    stalwart,    tall. 

Must    climb,    unstayed. 

The    heights    he    made. 

.August,    unfcllowed    to   the   last, 
From    height   to    height   he   passed; 
The    day-star   of    his    race, 
He   rose,   he   shone   into   his   place. 

Stands   yet   the    Father  as   he   stood 

Full    staturcd,    great,    sublimely    good. 

Befo.re    God's    face    he    wrought. 

It   cannot   come    to   naught 

As    fate's   was    his    right    hand: 

He   built,   and   it  shall   stand. 

John   Vance  Chencw 


GEORGE    WASHINGTON. 

The  followiiiy  is  Thomas  Francis  Moraii's  im- 
pression of   Ck-orj;c  Washington,  taken   from  his 
recent  book  entitled  "American  Presidents,"  puh- 
■  lished  by  Thomas  Y.  Crovvell  Co. 

"The  tirst  President  of  the  United  States  has 
always  stood  as  the  personification  of  diKiiity, 
poise,  and  sound  judgment.  He  was  not  as  elo- 
quent as  Patrick  Henry,  as  scholarly  as  James 
Madison,  or  as  brilliant  as  Alexander  Hamilton; 
yet  as  a  useful  public  man  he  excelled  all  three. 
His  substantial  qualities  in  statesmanship  were 
recognized  as  early  as  1774.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  First  Continental  Congress  which  met  in 
Philadelphia  in  September  of  that  year.  Patrick 
Henry  was  also  a  member.  Upon  his  return 
home  Henry  was  asked  whom  he  considered  the 
greatest  man  in  the  assembly.  His  reply  was : 
■  If  you  speak  of  eloquence,  Mr.  Rutledge,  of 
South  Carolina,  is  by  far , the  greatest  orator; 
but  if  you  speak  of  solid  information  and  sound 
judgment,  Col.  Wasliington  is  unquestionably  the 


commander,  having  travelled  750  miles  in  the 
dead  of  winter  through  unbroken  forests  and 
over  rivers,  rough  with  floating  ice.  Tbe  tact 
and  endurance  which  he  displayed  on  this  jour- 
ney augured  will  for  his  future  achievements. 
•  From  that  moment,'  says  Washington  Irving, 
'he  was  the  rising  hoi)e  of  Virginia '—and,  he 
might  have  added,  of  the  entire  country. 

"  When,  at  the  age  of  forty-three,  he  was 
chosen  commander-in-chief  of  the  Continental 
army  and  appeared  before  Congress,  modestly 
but  unflinchingly,  to  accept  the  trust,  he  must 
have  ■  looked  the  part.'  '  Mankind,'  said  Senator 
Lodge,  '  is  imi)ressed  by  externals,  and  those 
who  gazed  uijon  Washington  in  the  streets  of 
Philadelphia,  felt  their  courage  rise  and  their 
hearts  grow  strong  at  the  sight  of  his  virile,  mus- 
cular figure  as  be  passed  before  them  on  horse- 
back, stately,  dignified  and  self-contained.  The 
people  looked  upon  him  and  were  confident  that 
this  was  a  man  worthy  and  able  to  dare  and  do 
all  things.'  " 


Pt-om  a  painting  by  T.  P.  Rossiter  and  L.  R.  Mignot 

The  Washington  FamMv 
FROM   PAUL  LELAXD   HAWORTH'S    "GEORGE    WASHINGTON,    FARMER." 

Courtesy  of  Bobbs.  Merrill  Co. 


greatest  man  on  the  floor.'  This  statement  rep- 
resents the  view  of  his  contemporaries  as  well 
as  the  judgment  of  historians.  By  his  good  sense 
and  rare  mental  poise  he  dominated  public  affairs 
in  a  quiet,  all-pervasive,  and  exceedingly  effective 
manner. 

"  Washington's  unusual  physical  strength  and 
impressive  personal  appearance  were  a  valuable 
asset  to  him  as  a  surveyor,  soldier  and  states- 
man. Even  while  young  in  years  he  was  mature 
in  both  body  and  mind.  The  surveyor  of  seven- 
teen was  a  sturdy  and  self-reliant  lad.  The 
young  frontiersman  of  twenty-one  commended 
himself  to  Governor  Dinwiddie,  of  Virginia,  as 
the  proper  man  to  carry  the  famous  message  of 
warning  to  the  French  after  other  men  had 
failed.  '  Here  is  the  very  man  for  you.'  said 
Lord  Fairfax  to  the  Governor ;.' young,  daring, 
and  adventurous,  but  yet  sober-minded  and  re- 
sponsible, who  only  lacks  opportunity  to  show 
the  stuff  that  is  in  him.'  Washington  met  every 
expectation.  He  carried  the  message  from  Wil- 
liamsburg, Virginia,  to  I'ort  Le  I'oeuf  in  north- 
western Pennsylvania,  and  placed  it  in  due  time 
in  the  hands  of  General  St.  Pierre.  He  then 
returned  to  Virginia  with  the  reply  of  the  French 


A    LETTER    OF    INTEREST. 

The  following  is  the  reply  received  from  the 
headquarters  of  the  New  York  State  Troopers 
to  a  communication  sent  from  this  office  request- 
ing information  that  was  to  be  used  in  connec- 
tion with  the  article  on  "  State  Troopers ''  in  the 
January  Bulletin.  It  arrived  too  late  but  is 
published  now  with  the  hope  that  the  informa- 
tion contained  therein  will  prove  interesting  and 
useful. 

"January  14,  1918. 

■  Dear  Sir  : 

"  The  bill  creating  this  force  was  signed  on 
April  11,  1917,  by  Governor  Whitman.  Major 
tleorge  F.  Chandler,  P.rigade  Adjutant,  First 
New  York  Brigade,  was  commissioned  Superin- 
tendent on  the  2d  day  of  May,  1917.  Officers 
were  appointed,  examinations  held,  horses  and 
equipment  bought  and  men  trained  at  Camp  Ne- 
mavo  at  Syracuse.  The  bill  called  for  four 
troops,  con.sisting  of  a  captain,  first  lieutenant, 
first  sergeant,  ten  non-commissioned  officers  and 
forty-five  privates.  The  total  officers,  headquar- 
ters and  all,  is  therefore  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  men.     The  troops  arc  stationed  as  follows : 


"Troop  A,  near  Batavia;  Troop  D,  near  Syra- 
cuse; Troop  G,  near  Albany  and  Troop  K,  near 
White  Plains. 

"  The  troopers  travel  in  pairs  always.  They 
patrol  the  roads  constantly  and  co-operate  with 
the  local  authorities.  Our  greatest  problem  is 
the  transportation  on  the  liighways.  The  first 
duty  of  this  department  was  to  police  the  State 
Fair  and  several  county  fairs;  they  then  pro- 
ceeded to  their  barracks  and  the  actual  work  was 
commenced  on  the  15th  of  October,  1917.  Since 
that  time  over  five  hundred  arrests  have  been 
made  with  over  ninety  per  cent,  convictions. 
Their  duties  are  manifold.  They  find  lost  chil- 
dren, stolen  horses,  stolen  automobiles,  burglary, 
handle  transportation  and  aid  the  various  depart- 
ments of  state  and  are  constantly  on  the  watch 
to  see  that  law  and  order  is  maintained  in  the 
rural  districts.  They  can  be  gotten  by  calling 
up  central  and  asking  to  be  put  in  communica- 
tion with  the  State  Troopers.  Nobody  knovvs 
where  these  Troopers  are,  but  headquarters  do 
and  will  handle  the  matter  that  way. 

"A  chapter  in  the  Boy's  Book  of  Mounted 
Police  just  out  is  very  good  for  children.  An 
article  in  the  January  World's  Work  will  give 
you  a  very  comprehensive  idea  of  the  New  York 
State  Troopers. 

"  We  call  them  Troopers,  getting  away  from 
the  word  constabulary. 

"  I   shall  be   very  glad   to  give  you  any  more 
information  that  you  may  require  and  co-operate 
with  you  in  any  way.     Also  I  wish  to  thank  you 
for  your  interest  in  this  matter. 
"  Very  truly  yours, 

"  (Signed)   George  F.  Chandler, 

"Major,  N.  Y.  R." 


TO  THE  PRINCIPAL. 

The  report  postals  for  the  annual  library  re- 
port will  be  mailed  from  this  office  on  Febru- 
ary 1st. 

It  is  important  that  these  blanks  be  filled 
in  and  returned  by  the  date  mentioned  (Feb- 
ruary 13th),  as  the  annual  apportionment  of 
library  money  is  based  on  the  figures  received. 

If  the  blanks  are  not  in  your  possession  by 
the  5th,  kindly  notify  this  office,  so  there  may 
be  no  delay. 


TO  PRINCIPALS,  TEACHERS  AND  ALL 
OTHERS  INTERESTED  IN  EDUCATION. 

For  your  convenience  there  is  about  to  be 
established,  at  the  library  of  the  Board,  an  ex- 
hibit of  the  most  recent  pedagogical  books. 

The  object  of  this  exhibit  is  to  oflfer,  to  all  in- 
terested, an  opportunity  to  acquaint  themselves 
with  the  latest  books  that  will  be  of  interest  and 
help  to  them  in  their  profession.  These  books 
are  not  for  circulation  and  may  not  leave  the 
room,  but  assurance  is  given  that  callers  will  be 
welcome  and  everything  done  to  make  them 
comfortable.  We  desire  to  help  as  much  as  pos- 
sible and  only  ask  that  you  furnish  us  with  the 
opportunity.  Ofifice  hours  are  from  9  a.  m.  to  5 
p.  m.  daily,  with  the  exception  of  Friday  and 
Saturday  afternoons.  Each  month  the  new 
books  received  will  be  listed  in  the  Bulletin. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  those  already  on  hand. 
Allen.      Universal    training    for    citizenship    and 

public  service.     Macmillan. 
Alexander.      Tlie    Prussian    elementary    schools. 

Macmillan. 
Balfour.     Educational   systems   of   Great    Britain 

and  Ireland.     Oxford. 
Beard,    Patten.      Tlic    jolly    book    of    playcraft. 

Stokes  Company. 


Betts,  George  Herbert.  Class-room  method  and 
management.     Bobbs-Merrill. 

Bolin,  Jakob.  Gymnastic  problems.  Stokes  Com- 
pany. 

Branford,  B.  A  study  of  mathematical  educa- 
tion.     Oxford. 

Brewer.  The  vocational  guidance  movement. 
Macmillan. 

Burgerstein,  Leo.  School  hygiene.  Frederick 
A.  Stokes. 

Cobb.     Garden  steps.     Silver,  Burdett  &  Co. 

Cook,  Caldwell.  The  play  way.  Stokes  Com- 
pany. 

Cox,  John  Harrington.  Literature  in  the  com- 
mon schools.     Little,  Brown  &  Company. 

Culter  and  Stone.  The  rural  school :  its  meth- 
ods and  management.     Silver,  Burdett  &  Co. 

Curtis.  The  play  movement  and  its  significance. 
Macmillan. 

Dearborn,  George  Van  Ness.  How  to  learn 
easily.     Little,   Brown  &  Company. 

Osborn,  Rev.  A.  R.  Method  in  teaching.  Ox- 
ford Univ.  Press. 

Payne,  Bruce  Ryburn.  Public  elementary  school 
curricula.     Silver,  Burdett  and  Company. 

Payne,  George  Henry.  The  child  in  human  prog- 
ress.    Putnam. 

Pike,  Joseph  B.  (Paper.)  The  University  of 
Minnesota.  Current  problems,  number  6,  bul- 
letin for  teachers  of  Latin. 

Rapeer,  Louis  W.  Teaching  elementary  school 
subjects.     Charles   Scribner's  Sons. 

Schlenker,  Carl.  (Paper.)  The  University  of 
Minnesota,  current  problems,  number  8,  bul- 
letin  for  teachers  of  German. 

Seelery,  Levi.  Grube's  method  of  teaching  arith- 
metic.    The  A.  S.  Barnes  Company. 

Sharp,  Frank  Chapman.  Education  for  charac- 
ter ;  moral  training  in  the  school  and  home. 
Bobbs-Merrill    Company. 

Sherman,  E.  B.,  and  Reed,  A.  A.  Essentials  of 
teaching  reading.    University  Publishing  Co. 

Stamper,  A  text  book  on  the  teaching  of  arith- 
metic.    American  Book  Co. 

Selight,  W.  G.,  with  a  preface  by  Spearman,  C. 
Educational  values  and  methods.     Oxford. 

Stevens,  Ellen  Yale.  A  guide  to  the  Montessori 
method.     F.  A.  Stokes  Co. 

Gray,  C.  Truman.  A  score  card  for  the  meas- 
urement of  handwriting.  University  of  Texas 
Bulletin  No.  37,  July  1,  1915.     (Paper.) 

Kelley,  Truman  Lee.  Mental  aspects  of  delin- 
quency. Universitv  of  Texas  Bulletin  No. 
1713.     March   1,   1917.     (Paper.) 

Texas  University.  (Paper.)  A  memorial  volume 
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